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S^^'AFFIiAI.l  RTJPvAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

i-ISDIGAL  OFFICER  OF  UNALTH 

together  with  the 
RFPORT 

of  the 

SANITARY  INSPFCTOR 

1955 


STAFF 


Ledical  Officer  of  Health  Robert  N.C.  IvIcCurdy,  M.B,  , 


Sanitary  Inspector 


Additional  Sanitary 

Inspector 


G. Car line,  C.S.I,B.,  M.S.l.A 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres 


93,216 


Population  (estimated 
at  mid-year  by 
Registrar  General). 


8,710 


Number  of  Inhabited 
Houses . 


2,988 


Rateable  Value 


Product  oC  Id  Rate 


£29,80  2 

£121.19.  8d 
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llr ,  Chairman, 

Iv'y  Lord,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  ray  Annual  Re  nor  t  for 
the  year  1955. 


LUI^C  CANCER 

On  May  yth,  1956,  the  Minister  of  Health  announced  that 
there  were  seventeen  thousand,  two  hundred,  and  seventy  one 
deaths  from  lung  cancer  in  England  and  V/ales  in  1955.  In  the 

course  of  his  statement  he  said  his  advisers  assured  him  that 
there  is  statistically  an  incontrovertible  association  between 
cigarette  smoking  and  lung  cancer.  ^-^ore  than  two  years 

previously,  on  February  12th,  195U,  a  previous  Minister  of 
Health  made  a  similar  announcement.  In  view  of  these 

statements,  why  has  nothing  been  done  to  remove  this  danger  to 
health  ? 

The  true  reasons  are  understandable  enough.  The  smoking 
habit  is  popular  and  hard  to  give  up.  The  government  duty 
on  tobacco  in  1955  amounted  to  six  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
million  pounds.  There  are  twenty-five  thousand  tobacconists, 

half  a  m.illion  other  shop-keepers  who  sell  tobacco  and 
forty-five  thousand  workers  in  the  industry.  In  terms  of  net 
working  capital,  it  is  one  of  the  very  largest  industries  in 
the  country  with  hundreds  of  millions  of  pounds  worth  of  shares. 

However,  these  are  not  the  facts  which  are  quoted  to  justify 
inactivity  on  the  part  of  public  health  authorities. 

We  ore  told  that  "Two  knovoa  cancer  producing  agents  have  been 
identified  in  tobacco  smoke ,  but  whether  they  have  a  direct  role 
in  producing  lung  cancer,  and  if  so  what,  has  not  been  proved." 

■''-'e  are  entitled  to  knov'  what  experimental  evidence  would  ,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Minister  of  Health,  constitute  proof?  "Hhort  of 
painting  warm  tobacco  smoke  constituents  on  huma.n  lungs,  no 
experimental  procedure  is  likely  to  offer  better  evidence  than 
the  statistics  already  available."  Furthermore  there  is 
evidence,  which  v7ould  suffice  to  condemn  a  less  widely  used  drug, 
of  an  association  between  smoking  and  a  number  of  other  diseases, 
in  particular  coronary  thrombosis,  chronic  bronchitis  and 
laryngeal  cancer. 

We  are  told  that  "mortality  from  cancer  of  the  lung  is  20 
times  greater  among  heavy  smokers  than  among  non-smokers."  The 
fact  is  that "The  figures  available  suggest  that  the  risk  of  dying 
from  lung  cancer  is  directly  proportional  to  the  amount  smoked. 
There  is  no  evidence  of  any  threshold  amount  belov;  which  there  is 
no  added  risk  whatever." 

This  misleading  emphasis  was  also  evident  when  more  than  two 
and  a  half  years  ago  the  then  Minister  of  Health  said  that  it 
was  desirable  that  young  people  should  be  warned  of  the  rislis 
apparently  attendant  on  excessive  smoking.  But  why  are  young 
people  in  the  services  still  being  encouraged  to  develop  the 
smoking  habit  at  all  by  a  duty  rebate  on  cigarettes?  T'hy  are 
old  age  pensioners  also  given  a  duty  rebate  on  tobacco  when 
there  is  "evidence  that  the  risk  of  contractin,g  cancer  of  the 
Lung  decreases  when  smoking  is  given  up." 

The  problem  assumes  a  different  aspect  in  the  light  of  a 
recent  suggestion  that  the  smoke  surrounding  a  smoker  m.ay  be 
dangerous  to  his  non-smoking  companions.  "'^e  may  well  hesitate 
with  legislation  where  a  citizen  is  risking  only  his  own  life. 

It  is  a  different  matter  where  he  can  bo  risking  others,  children 
included . " 
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We  are  told  that  ’’at  the  present  stage  of  knov; ledge  a 
national  publicity  campaign  would  not  be  appropriate,”  At 
what  stage  of  knowledge  would  such  a  campaign  be  appropriate? 
For  how  many  years  must  this  experiment  in  which  so  many  of 
you  partake  so  willingly  continue? 

NOTE  In  1930  the  free  importation  of  parrots  into  this 
country  was  prohibited  owing  to  the  occurrence  of  between 
thirty  and  forty  suspected  cases  of  psittacosis  during  the 
previous  two  years.  The  number  of  persons  engaged  in  this 
trade  was  not  large  but  no  compensation  was  paid  to  them. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REG-ULATIOIIS  19U9 

Regulation  20 

During  the  course  of  the  year  restrictions  w/ere  placed  on  the 
sale  of  milk  from  one  herd  owing  to  the  presence  of  Brucella 
Abortus.  The  milk  was  declared  free  from  infection  and 

the  restrictions  were  lifted  before  the  end  of  the  year. 


NATIONAL  A33ISTA:  GE  ACT  19U8 
Section  U7 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  Section  during  the  past 
year , 

FOOD  POISONING 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  1955 


VISIT  0^  NORWICH  MASS  RADIOORAPHY  UNIT 


The  Norwich  Mass  Radiography  Unit  carried  out  a  survey 
in  the  Swaffham  area  from  the  15th  to  21st  November,  1955.  Among 
1,458  persons  examined,  no  active  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  detected,  but  nine  other  diseases  v^/ere  noted  and 
treatment  offered  as  required. 


-3- 


i5:dical  statistics 


BIRTHS 

Ha  le 

Female 

Tota  1 

Live  Births 

69 

56 

125 

Stillbirths 

2 

1 

3 

Population  at  mid-vear.  Births,  Birthrate,  Stillbirths 

Stillbirth  Rates  durino:  the  past  five  years 


f .  — — ...  ■  — ■■  ■■  .  ■  .  ■  ■■  . -  ■  — ^  . . 

♦  * 


1951 

■ 

1952 

1953 

1954 

( 

1955 

Population 

8,840 

8,830 

8  980 

9,030 

8,710 

Births  (total) 

140 

146 

163 

146 

125 

Birthrate  per  1,000 
of  population 

15.8 

16.5 

18.1 

16.2 

14.4 

Stillbirths 

2 

1 

2 

2 

3 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000 
of  population 

0.2 

0.1 

CM  1 

• 

0 

_ I 

0.2 

0.3 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000 
total  births 

14.1 

6.8 

12.1 

13.5 

23.4 

DEATHS 

hale 

Female 

Total 

All  a,s:es 

39 

46 

85 

Infants  under  1  ?/ear 

1 

2 

3 

Causes  of  Death  of  infants  under  1  Year 


!  Cause 

1 

\ 

Hale 

Fema  le 

Total 

Birth  injury 

1 

0 

1 

Marasmus 

0 

1 

1 

Scald  s 

1 

Population  at  mid-year,  deaths,  deathrate  .  infant 

deaths,  infant  mortality  rate,  durin.s:  the 

past  five  years 


!  ! 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1 

Population 

8,840 

8,830 

8,980 

9,030 

8,710 

Deaths 

110 

93 

84 

91 

85 

Deathrate  per  1 ,000 
of  population 

12.4 

10.5 

9.4 

10.1 

9.8 

Infant  Deaths 

2 

5 

2 

1 

3 

Infant  Mortality 
Pate  per  1000  live 
births 

j 

1U.3 

34.2 

12.3 

6.8 

t 

24.0 
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Deaths  from  certain  selected  causeo  during 

the  past  five  years 


Cause 

[ 

1951 

-  ,  — Ml,. 

* 

1952  j  1953 

t 

1954 

1955 

Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Bronchitis  &  Pneumonia 

15 

13 

10 

14 

6 

Other  notifiable  infec¬ 
tious  diseases 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Motor  vehicles  and  other 
accidents 

7 

0 

1 

3 

4 

Pregnancy,  childbirth 
and  abortion 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer  of  lung  and 
bronchus 

1 

k 

1 

4 

2 

Cancer  all  other  sites 

15 

13 

10 

17 

. 

9 

Deaths  accordin.e:  to  A^es  (compiled 
From  Returns  submitted  by  the  District  Registrar) 


Age 

Or 

o 

c 

i _ 

Male 

Female 

1 

1  Total 

■ 

Under 

1  year 

1 

2 

3 

1  and 

under  5 

0 

0 

0 

5 

•  • 

10 

0 

0 

0 

10 

•  » 

20 

0 

0 

0 

20 

•  • 

30 

1 

0 

1 

30 

•  • 

40 

2 

0 

o 

40 

•  • 

50 

3 

0 

3 

50 

•  • 

60 

2 

8 

10 

60 

•  • 

70 

8 

8 

l6 

70 

•  • 

80 

15 

14 

29 

80 

•  • 

90 

7 

11 

18 

90 

and 

over 

0 

3 

3 

TOTALS 

39 

46 

85 

Causes  of  Death  at  a.ryes  above  1  year  and 

Below  50 


1 

1 

1  Age  Croup 

Sex 

Cause 

20  to  30 

Male 

Road  accident 

30  to  kO 

Ma  le 

Reaction  to  wasp  sting 

Male 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

40  to  50 

Male 

Coronary  thrombosis 

Ma  le 

Lung  cancer 

» 

Male 

Road  accident 
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Deaths  from  all  Causes 
(Registrar  General's  ^ort  List") 


List  No. 

Cause 

Male 

'^emale 

1  Total 

1 

1 

t 

• 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

0 

0 

0 

i  2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

0 

0 

0 

3 

•Syphilitic  disease 

1 

0 

1 

U 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

0 

0 

0 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

8 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

0 

0 

0 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

2 

4 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

0 

2 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

0 

0 

0 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

0 

1 

1 

14 

Other  malignant  and.  lymphatic  neoplasms 

1 

3 

4 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleulcaemia 

0 

0 

0 

16 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

8 

5 

13 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

8 

2 

10 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

0 

0 

0 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

8 

9 

17 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

0 

5 

5 

22 

Influenza 

0 

2 

2 

23 

Pneumonia 

0 

4 

4 

24 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

2 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

0 

1 

26 

Ulcers  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

0 

0 

8 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

0 

0 

0 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

0 

0 

0 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

0 

1 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

0 

0 

0 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

0 

0 

0 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

3 

9 

12 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  j  2 

0 

2 

34 

All  other  accidents 

0 

2 

2 

35 

Suicide 

0 

0 

0 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

0 

0 

0 

^rOTALS 

All  causes 

39 

46 

85 
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The  following  table  compares  birth  rates,  death 
rates  etc,  of  this  district  with  those  of  England 
and  Wales  and  of  the  Administrative  County  of 

Norfolk  in  1955 


! 

England  &  V.^ales 

Norfolk 

Swaff ham  R .D 

Birthrate 

15.0 

14.8 

14.4 

Stillbirth  rate  per 

1000  total  births 

23.1 

21.2 

23.4 

Death  Rate 

11.7 

12.1 

9.8 

Infant  Mortality  rate 
per  1000  live  births 

24.9 

19.4 

24.0 

Tuberculosis  death  rate 
per  1000  population 

0.15 

0.08 

0.0 

Infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  past  five 

years 


1  Disease 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Tuberculosis,  all  sites 

3 

6 

7 

4 

1 

Scarlet  fever 

9 

23 

48 

8 

9 

Whooping  Cough 

95 

13 

98 

100 

0 

1 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Measles 

20 

■  112 

159 

143 

43 

Poliomyelitis 

0 

2 

0 

2 

4 

Pneumonia 

6 

5 

5 

11 

12 

Infectious  Jaundice 

2 

3 

12 

5 

0 

Food  Poisoning 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Of  the  four  notified  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  three  were 
confirmed. 


Infectious  diseases  notified  in  1*^35  by  ages 


1 

Disease 

Under; 

1 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

Ovr 

65 

Total 

Tuberculosis 
all  sites 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Scarlet  fever 

0 

2 

4 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Measle  s 

1 

11 

25 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

43 

Pneumonia 

0 

5 

1 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

12 

Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

4 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Infectious  Diseases  notified  in  1955  by  month  of 

notification 


Disease 

Jany 

Feby 

o 

,Apl, 

May  L June 

,Jly^Aug' 

,Sep 

,0ct, 

o 

<: 

Dec , 

Total 

Tuberculosis 
all  sites 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Scarlet  fever 

1 

2 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

3 

14 

13 

6 

2 

0 

1 

3 

1 

43 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

4 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 
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Infectious  Diseases  notified  in  1955  accorclin,g: 

to  'Pari she s 


T.B.  all  sites 

Scarlet  fever 

Erysipelas 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Poliomyelitis 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Ashill 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Beechamwell 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Bradenham 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Gockley  Gley 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Granvi/ich 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Gre ssingham  G-t, 

0 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

Gressingham  Lt . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Did lington 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Foulden 

0 

0 

0 

3 

2 

0 

0 

Gooderstone 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Hi Ibor ough 

0 

1 

0 

6 

2 

1 

0 

Holme  Hale 

0 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

0 

I ck burgh 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Lynf ord 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Mundf ord 

1 

1 

0 

4 

1 

1 

0 

Narborough 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Harford 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

He c ton 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Newton 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Oxborough 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pickenham  N 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pickenham  S, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Saham  Toney 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Southacre 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sporle 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o 

0 

0 

Stanford 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sturston 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Wee ting 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

9 

1 

43 

12 

4 

1 
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The  follovan.g:  Table  shows  the  number  of  Oases 

on  the  Tuberculosis  Re,^3:ister  at  3lGt  December 

1955  compared  with  51st  December  195U 


Respiratory  lion-respiratory 

liale  .Female  .Total  Ma le  .Ferna le  . To ta  1  Q-rand  Total 


31.12.54 

16 

15 

31 

1 

3 

4 

35 

31.12.55 

15 

14 

29 

1 

3 

4 

33 

I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee.  I  especially  wish 
to  thank  my  colleagues  on  the  staff  for  their  unfailing 
helpfulness. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be , 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


R.N.C.  LIcClJRDY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


1 


I”' 


I 


'i? 


)  ^  ^  > , 

j  tiJol*  XiUViC 


1 1.1  >,  ■  *-'''• 

l  .:M  "1 

M  ^-.  ij'lLU  tl  ij. 

..;  .:V  >1 


_ 


iSX.IC 


'■ir  i-^j;----^x“‘  ^'ai"'  • 

jix  e;i  ■>  j  e^.sx^x^ 


T  ■  T  Cf  r^  ;.  '1  ■ 

JSi  I  '  I  f"  '-  . . .  •  —  ...  I  “"*■ 


ei 

— f 


•  <,W*!Ma  » 


::A- 


fitlfi 


n*  y.  'f'  *1 ‘  t**^.!  >riK)T !  I  L-; 


r  ^'‘''  • 


4\ 


.:.t.ii-°H  •>0  'IX' !5yj’ ■; 

.  T 


. .  .ii 


.V&-4C-1.V. 

.«.  *  4-  . 


m 

3-  ■('*.’>!( 

’*'■  .^'4  'll.'*  .y^’i  *4l. 

:'i 

"  •  ^  :  h  i  • 

w»i  I  *...  -  ■  '  ' 


'  s'("j  . 'i.',5',t  , 

,  fv. -o  |-;> 

a  9  1  K  .!>■  \  ‘b/'  * 


*..  ..  »,  ■■ 


IF"  '  i  «  5'  ^/V"  1 

I  v  ^'>i  '!  "c '  (,  I .. .  ft?  45^p4 

■  ^  -  - 1^  "'li  '■ 

” ^41  ^  '.>u,  1^7  '  ,.■'  ^ :  ) 

•  '.  *  ' 

*...  ■  *  .  -•V-*4t .  f- 1** 

m  ‘  ■..'  f:\] 

It  I  . .  i  *  •* 

»/4*|  '.T^' 

'.'  'W  i 

Si _ rj _ .1 


»  %  ' 


-I  L  w#*  Wiifr  'isj^  p* 


•• 


i«.. , ....  “'•  i  ..  I'  fi'  i  '- .ft  ii  I  ’*  I 

#«.»*■<»*.»*  '  '  *  ■  •‘WgliiJ*  •  •*  lynir  U’~y  **».'4>‘.-.M'fa^;».*».^ 

'  ;Jie»  .  -,  -^iiaiiuii^  :  ,^, , .'Ti  ^^'rv  ;. 


WH'  :  P 


-12- 


AIMUAL  REPORT  Q-?  2A1IITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  195^5 


Mr.  Chairman  5 

Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration,  my 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1955. 

1.  RECORD  OF  INSPECTIONS 


Drainage  &  Sewerage 

337 

Housing 

Refuse  Collection  and 

1076 

Disposal 

36 

Food  Premises 

59 

V/ater  Supplies 

155 

Infectious  Disease 

13 

Moveable  Dwellings 

11 

Factories 

15 

Rat  Infestation 

56 

Milk  &  Dairies 

16 

Verminous  Premises 

2 

Miscellaneous 

49 

1825 


2,  COLIPLAINTS  &  IIUISANCES 

15  reported  nuisances  were  investigated  and  in  all  cases 
abatement  was  secured  by  informal  action.  -L’hese  cases  mainly 
related  to  unsatisfactory  drainage  and  the  keeping  of  animals 
or  poultry. 

3.  HOUSING 


Informal  action  has  been  successful  in  most  cases  of 
complaint  relating  to  the  condition  of  property  and  minor  repairs 
have  been  carried  out  as  a  result. 

The  Survey  of  Houses  in  the  district  v/as  completed  during  the 
year  and  a  Slum  Clearance  Programme  drawn  up  and  commenced. 

The  total  number  of  houses  surveyed  was  13’o6 ,  of  which  205 
were  considered  incapable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  reasonable 
CO  st . 

81  Notices  of  Time  and  Place  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing 
Act  1936  were  served  during  the  year  as  a  result  of  which 
there  were 


2L|.  Demolition  Orders 

28  Closing  Orders 

29  Undertakings  not  to  relet  until 

repairs  had  been  carried  out 

Many  owners  of  property  have  shown  interest  in  the  improvement 
of  houses  with  grant  aid  under  the  Housing  Act  19^9. 

Investigation  was  made  in  the  case  of  preliminary  enquiries 
relating  to  68  houses. 

Grants  totalling  £358?  were  approved  during  the  year  for 
the  improvement  of  19  houses. 
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U.  l^.T^TER  SUPPLIES 

Samples  of  water  from  Council  main  piped  supplies  were  taken 
regularly  during  the  year.  A  total  of  32  samples  were 
taken  and  upon  bacteriological  examination  all  proved  to 
be  satisfactory. 

Samples  of  Y(/ater  were  taken  during  the  year  from  all 
private  sources  of  supply  where  a  main  piped,  supply  was 
available.  In  84  cases  the  supplies  proved  unsatisfactory 
and  68  properties  were  provided  vi/ith  main  piped  supplies. 

In  all,  133  samples  from  private  sources  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination,  31  of  which  proved  satisfactory, 
and  102  unsatisfactory. 

1  sample  was  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  and  proved  to 
be  satisfactory. 

5.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

3  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  reported  in  the  year.  In 
each  case  the  origin  of  the  disease  could  not  be  determined, 
but  contacts  were  traced  and  notified. 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  at  4  houses  following  cases 
of  infectious  disease,  formaldehyde  and  a  disinfectant  spray 
being  used. 

6.  PIS IIIFE STATION 


Infestations  of  fleas  were  effectively  eliminated  in  two 
cases  by  use  of  D.D.T.  spray  and  sm.oke  generators. 

7.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 

Arrangements  were  made  under  the  provisions  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act  1948  for  the  burial  of  a  man  who 
died  whilst  visiting  the  district. 

8.  SEWERAQE 


The  installation  of  sewerage  schemes  in  the  Parishes  of 
Sporle  and  fiundford  were  completed  during  the  year,  several 
connections  were  made  to  the  sewers  and.  they  were  in  satisfactory 
operation . 

Work  on  the  sewerage  of  the  village  of  Great  Cressingham 
was  commenced  during  the  year.  Schemes  for  sewering  the 
villages  of  liilborough  and  Weeting  were  prepared  but  work  was 
not  commenced. 

Drainage  from  the  Council’s  post  ?i/ar  housing  sites  is 
disposed  of  mostly  by  subsoil  irrigation  after  treatment  in 
septic  tanks.  These  tanks  have  been  emptied  at  regular 

intervals  with  the  Council's  cesspool  emptier  particular' 
attention  being  given  to  those  sited  in  areas  where  the  nature 
of  the  subsoil  renders  soakage  difficult. 

The  services  of  the  cesspool  emptier  were  available  for 
work  at  private  houses,  a  charge  of  35/-  for  the  first  load 
and  20/-  for  any  subsequent  loads  on  the  same  day,  being  made. 

204  visits  to  private  properties  were  made  in  this  manner 
during  the  year. 

All  works  of  new  drainage  and  sew/era ge  were  inspected 
before  covering. 


9.  PUBLIC  GLEANS INCt 


An  increase  in  the  number  of  collections  of  household 
refuse  "as  made  as  from  April.  This  allowed  for  one 
collection  every  calendar  month  against  the  previous  8 
collections  a  year. 

Disposal  is  by  tipping  at  7  pits  within  the  district, 
where,  in  spite  of  a  lack  of  covering  material,  no 
nuisance  has  been  created,  as,  due  to  the  infrequency  of 
collections,  the  refuse  in  the  main  consists  of  tins  and 
bottles,  putrescible  matters  being  disposed  of  by  the 
householders  on  their  premises  by  means  of  incineration  and 
composting. 

Tips  at  Necton,  G-ooderstone  ,  Ashill ,  Nar'oorough  and 
Iviundford  have  been  treated  for  minor  rat  infestations. 

10.  FOOD  PREHISS 3 

Food  premises  in  the  district  coming  within  the  scope 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1937,  and  the  Council’s  Clean 
Food  3ye-Laws  number  7U. 

These  consist  of 

ho  Shops 
4  Bakehouses 
30  Public  Houses 

The  majority  of  the  shops  are  of  the  general  store 
type,  with  living  accommodation  attached.  Periodical  visits 
have  been  made  and  suggestions  made  with  regard  to 
cleanliness  of  premises  and  the  display  of  foodstuffs. 

11.  LIFAT  INSPFCTION 


Heat  inspection  at  Slaughterhouses  in  Stoke  Ferry  and 
Marham.  was  carried  out  for  Downham  Rural  District  Council  for 
a  period  of  six  months. 

Heat  was  also  inspected  at  Slaughterhouses  in  Swaffham 
and  Thetford  for  short  periods  during  the  absence  of  the 
responsible  officers. 

The  total  meat  inspected  was 


Cattle 

315 

Sheep 

441 

Pigs 

874 

12.  MILK  AMD  DAIRIES 

7  Milk  Distributors  and  Dairies  are  registered  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949.  Regular  inspections 
have  been  made  and  the  premises  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

9  Dealers  Licences  to  sell  milk  under  the  Special 
Designation  ’Tuberculin  Tested’  and  8  for  ’Pasteurised’  have 
been  issued. 

13.  ICE  CREAM 


No  ice  cream  iFj  manufactured  in  the  district.  ^  19  shops 
are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream,  this  being  pre-packed 
and  stored  in  refrigerated  cabinets. 
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14.  MOVEABLE  D^AELLINGS 


6  Licences  to  station  trailer  caravans  on  sites  within  the 
district  V(/ere  granted  during  the  year, 

15.  RODENT  CONTROL 


Part-time  operators  were  again  employed  during  the  year 
to  carry  out  surveys  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949,  to  determine  the  presence  of  rat  infestations, 

^"'here  requested,  these  operators  also  acted  in  private  capacity 
in  the  treatment  of  infestations  found. 

16.  FACTORIES 

There  are  16  factories  within  the  meaning  of  the  Factories 
Act  1937  in  the  district.  Inspections  have  been  made  with 
regard  to  adequacy  and  maintenance  of  sanitary  conveniences. 

Building  sites  within  the  district  have  been  visited  with 
regard  to  the  provision  of  adequate  sanitary  conveniences. 


Yours  obediently, 


D  .B , 


FOXWELL 


Sanitary  Inspector 
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AKNUAL  REPORT  0"  THZ  SUR\^YOR 


Mr.  Chairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  tlie  following 
part  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

1.  WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  village  water  scheme  for  the  Parish  of  Great 
Cressingham  was  carried  out  during  the  year.  All  the  villages 
in  the  district  have  therefore  now  been  given  a  piped 
water  supply. 


The  Western  area,  which  is  more  sparsely  populated,  is 
served  from  a  number  of  small  individual  village  schemes,  and 
daily  consumption  on  these  schemes  is  given  in  the  following 
table 


g. P.d . 


Beecham.well  }  one  headworks 

1  at 

Gooderstone  )  Gooderstone 

8,200 

Cockley  Cley 

1,700 

Cre  ssingham ,Little 

3,800 

Cres3ingham,Great 

3,000 

Foulden 

2,300 

Hilborough 

2,100 

Mundf ord 

4,700 

Narborough 

8,200 

Oxborough 

2,800 

For  the  Parish  of  V/eeting, 
water  is  purchased  from 

Mildenhall  R.D.G.  The  quantity 
used  per  day  is  approximately 

8,000 

44,800 


The  Eastern  area  of  the  District  is  supplied  from  the 
Council’s  Regional  V/ater  Scheme  which  has  its  source  and 
headworks  at  Bradenham.  The  water  is  softened  by  a  lime 
orocess,  and  also  treated  for  iron  removal.  _  -a ter  as 
delivered  to  service  has  a  hardness  of  approximately  8-10 

degrees . 

The  Parishes  supplied  by  the  scheme  are  Ashill  ,  Bradenham, 
Holme  Hale  Hecton,  North  Pickenham,  South  Pickenham,  Saham 
Toney,  and  Sporle.  The  total  amount  of  water  consumed  in 
the  Eastern  area  is  120,000  g.p.d. 


Water  is  also  sold  in  bulk  to  the  Mitford  and 
Rural  District  Council  to  supply  their  Parishes  of 
Dunham  and  Shipdham. 


Laund i tch 
Little 


2.  HOUSING 


During  1955,  the  Council  completed  60  houses,  bringing 
their  total  built  since  the  v;ar  to  556,  The  Council 
also  have  58  occupied  converted  military  hutments,  and 
220  pre-war  Council  houses.  Six  houses  v^ere  sold  to 
tenants  during  the  year,  and  ll;  dw’ellings  v’ere  acquired, 
which  means  that  the  Council  now  control  a  total  of  342 
dwellings . 


Yours  obediently. 


E.IvI,  JENKINS 


